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Representing Saginaw County Farm Bureau at MFB’s 2011 Annual Meeting were (front row, from left) Priscilla Bleisner, Denise
Squanda, Teresa Crook, JoAnn Frederick, Gail Czymbor, Harriet Romain; (middle row) Wayne Squanda, Paul Vasold, Brian Frederick,
Tony Czymbor, Rodney Romain; (back) Paul Bleisner, Gregory Mahoney and Paul Knoerr.

Local Delegates Help Plot MFB’s 2012 Policy

A 12-member delegate team traveled to
Grand Rapids to represent Saginaw County at
Michigan Farm Bureau's 92nd Annual Meeting,
Nov. 29 through Dec. 2.

The group consisted of Paul Vasold, Paul
Bleisner, Teresa Crook, Dave and Jane Erskine,
Paul Knoerr, Greg Mahoney, Rodney and
Harriett Romain, Wayne and Denise Squanda
and delegate chair Tony Czymbor. Brain
Frederick served on the state policy development

committee. Delegates reviewed and voted
on more than 148 policy recommendations
submitted by county Farm Bureaus statewide.

One of the policy highlights at this year’s
annual included the New International Trade
Crossing—the proposed new bridge to Canada
in Detroit.

In addition to policy setting, delegates had
the opportunity to attend several educational
sessions and award presentations.

New County
Administrative
Manager

If you stop by the county office you will see
a new face. Becky Squanda recently accepted
the position of county administrative manager.
Saginaw County Farm Bureau welcomed her as
she began her duties Oct. 17. Becky is not new
to Farm Bureau. Her husband’s family, Robert
and Billie Squanda, and Wayne and Denise
Squanda, have been very active with Farm
Bureau for many years.

Becky became an official farm girl on June
29, 1985, when she married her husband Vern.
They and their son Zachery, and daughters
Erika and Kaitlyn, live in Vassar. Becky
remembers her first visit to the Squanda farm
when they began dating, which happened to be
during beet harvest.

“Get in the semi-truck and drive down the
field while | drive the harvester to load the
truck,” Vern told her that day.

Administrative manager duties include
management of the county Farm Bureau office,
county finances and bookkeeping, health
insurance, volunteer support and serving as
secretary/treasurer to the board of directors.

Becky can be reached at the Saginaw County
Farm Bureau office, 989-792-9846, 8:30 a.m.
to 5 p.m. weekdays.

FB Members Adopt Policy on Hot Ag Issues

Michigan ~ Farm  Bureau = members
confirmed their support for the proposed
New International Trade Crossing (NITC)
between Michigan and Canada as they forged
policy to guide the state’s largest general
farm organization for the coming year. The
proposed new bridge was among a gamut of
issues that farmers serving as voting delegates
on behalf of county Farm Bureaus across the
state considered at the MFB 92nd annual
meeting in Grand Rapids.

In considering the NITC issue, the MFB
membership agreed that “good bridges make
good neighbors.”

While Farm Bureau’s support for Gov. Rick
Snyder’s bridge proposal was formerly in a
general highways policy, delegates narrowed
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their focus in new policy, in part because “the
NITC promises to be more efficient with easier
access from highways and shorter delays from
international customs inspectors.”

“Do you really believe that this will cost
nothing?” one member asked. “Dont get too
wrapped up in the euphoria that this will cost
you nothing.”

“We made a commitment to say it wouldn't
be a financial burden on the citizens of the state
of Michigan in terms of taking on liabilities
or debt,” he told MFB’s member newspaper,
the Michigan Farm News. “The legislation we
proposed said that multiple times.”

Gov. Snyder said Canada has made the
commitment to be “great partners to advance
the funds we'd normally pay, and to be paid

back out of funds from the bridge operation.”

In many ways, the bridge will promote
international trade, Snyder said, which will
mean long-term job creation and more success
for Michigan farmers.

While the legislature has been reluctant to
wholeheartedly accept the concept of a new
bridge, Snyder refused to say that he will
proceed by executive order if the legislature
does not act.

“We're going to get a bridge done, and as a
practical matter, we're continuing to talk to the
legislature on this process—and we’re making
progress,” he said.

The policy portion of the meeting involved
488 voting delegates representing MFB’s 67
county Farm Bureaus.

PRESIDENT Tony Czymbor; VICE PRESIDENT Greg Mahoney; THIRD MEMBER Jeramie Ziola; DIRECTORS Charlie Frahm, Teresa
Crook, Paul Bleisner, Dave Erskine, Wayne Squanda, Ron Weisenberger; P&E CHAIR looking for applicants; YF CHAIR Jeramie Ziola;
COMMUNICATION CHAIR looking for applicants; COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE MANAGER Becky Squanda, 5110 State St., Ste. 103,
Saginaw; (989) 792-9846; AGENCY MANAGER Tom Carter, (989) 792-9687









Bay-Thumb Region Welcomes New Managing Partner

A new managing partner began work
for the Bay-Thumb Region Dec. 1. Jeff
Leipprandt brings a wealth of management
experience, having spent 25 years at Pioneer
Hi-Bred International, where he was an account
manager. His understanding of agriculture, and
the opportunities and challenges it brings to the
Bay-Thumb region, will enable Farm Bureau
Insurance to better serve its members.

Jeff is very involved in Rotary International,
both at the local club level and also at the
district level, where he’s held several leadership
positions. Jeff has served on several boards,
the most recent being the Michigan FFA
Foundation and Bay Shore Camp and Family
Ministries.

Jeff is an active member at Salem United
Methodist Church where he serves as worship

County FB recognized for outstanding programs

The Saginaw County Farm Bureau and its
members were honored for their outstanding
efforts this year at the 2011 President’s Banquet
at the MFB Annual Meeting in Grand Rapids.

Thanks to the many hours of volunteer time
and effort, Saginaw received Gold Star Awards
for its member involvement, membership and
Promotion and Education programs. The policy
development and Young Farmer programs
earned Silver Star Awards.

Star Awards recognize county Farm Bureaus
for their hard work and creativity in promoting
agriculture at the county level. Applications
are submitted by each county committee and
judged by Michigan Farm Bureau staff.

Saginaw County Farm Bureau also brought
home the new member objective, the Target
Award and was recognized for the most new
members written by volunteers in the state.

Farm Bureau staff and insurance agents
writing five or more regular members are
recognized with the Key Club Award: Kevin
Zedaker, Dennis Roy, Brian Frederick, Wayne
Squanda and Jeramie Ziola.

Czymbor Elected County FB President

Tony Czymbor was elected president of the
Saginaw County Farm Bureau at the 2011
reorganizational meeting.

Tony and his wife Gail have operated and
managed a choose-and-cut Christmas tree
farm, offering retail and wholesale trees, wreaths
and grave blankets for the past 28 years. This
March they will celebrate their 45th wedding
anniversary. Along the way they have been
blessed with six children and 17 grandchildren.
They have been members of Saginaw County
Farm Bureau for 10 years and have enjoyed the
friendships they've made with members in our
county and many others.

Tony and Gail are members of the Tomwassee
Community Action Group and have enjoyed
many great topics of conversation and outings
their group has made.

He has served on many committees, including
membership.

“Successful  retention of members and
membership drive, | feel, is what makes our
organization strong,” Czymbor said.

At the state level, Tony has been serving on the
MFB Forestry Advisory Committee for the past
five years.

“As president of the Saginaw County Farm
Bureau this year, | would like to ask our members
to take our organization even most seriously than
we have in the past,” Czymbor said. “Agriculture
in Michigan is a leading industry and will be
scrutinized more than ever by special interest
groups. Promoting and educating people about
our industry is of the utmost importance.

“A lot of people are disconnected from
agriculture, and it will be very important that
we send an understandable message to them to
positively promote agriculture and conservation.
The public needs to know that it is in our—and
their—Dbest interest, that we use safe, productive
operating procedures to produce the best
products for everyone.”

“Promoting the farm bill and working
diligently to promote MAEAP are also very
important,” he continued. “I have been on the
board of the Saginaw County Conservation
District for many years. Michigan recently
reached a milestone of attaining 1,000 MAEAP
verifications. Our new goal over the next five
years is 10,000 verifications. This is a program
that shows how much we care about agriculture
in our great state!”
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leader and sings in the choir.

A graduate of Michigan State University, he
and Kim, his wife of 31 years, have two children,
Joy and Troy. Jeff and Kim also own and operate
Leipprandt Orchards. In their spare time they
enjoy traveling, hiking, gardening, snowshoeing
and spending time with family and friends.

Please help us welcome Jeff to the Farm
Bureau Insurance family.

2012 Membership

Campaign

Maintaining and increasing membership
is vital to the survival of any grassroots
organization, especially our Saginaw County
Farm Bureau. Every year counties set aside a
few weeks early in the year to bolster that base
of support with a membership drive.

The Saginaw County Farm Bureau
Membership Committee will launch this year’s
campaign with a kickoff party at 6 p.m. Feb.
9 at Davenport University, 5300 Bay Road.
Representative Stacy Erwin Oakes will be
a guest speaker, as well as Sarah Black, MFB
director of public policy.

The kickoff is where membership workers set
their goals, lay their plans, and get motivated
before braving the cold with a stack of
membership application forms. The drive will
continue for a few weeks before wrapping up
with a victory party to recognize membership
writers.

Membership committee members are
responsible for organizing the drive, recruiting
local captains, providing Farm Bureau
information to membership volunteers and
following up with new members. Committee
members this year include Brian Frederick,
Tony Czymbor, Teresa Crook, Greg Mahoney,
Paul  Bleisner, David Erskine, Bonnie
Vasold, Joanmarie \Weiss, Jeramie Ziola,
Ron Weisenberger, Wayne Squanda, Yvonne
Rundell, Tim Stewart and Harriett Romain.

To participate in the membership drive,
contact co-chair Brian Frederick at 989-274-
1972 or Tony Czymbor at 989-695-1934.

\olunteers Needed

The Saginaw County Farm Bureau's
Promotion and Education and
Communication Committees are seeking a
chair and volunteers to help with educating
and promoting the farm industry to our
youth.

For more information or to volunteer,
contact Becky Squanda at 989-792-9846 as
soon as possible!



