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Volunteers Needed for Several Upcoming Events

County FB Recognized for Outstanding Programs

Legislative Breakfast, Commissioners’ Luncheon Tell Us About Farming 
in the Old Days

We now have an interested writer for 
our newsletter and are looking for someone 
interested in telling their story of how 
farming was in prior years. 

If you have some interesting stories to write 
or tell, please contact Kathy at tkhowell@
airadv.net so we can get your story out to the 
readers in the next newsletter. 

Plans are being made for a legislative breakfast 
and commissioners’ luncheon in late March, 
possibly during National Agriculture Week. 

The event takes place annually to help 
both Farm Bureau members, legislators and 
their staffs develop useful relationships in 
communicating Farm Bureau policy to our 
elected leaders. Each legislator and staffer 
provides a legislative update, and there is an 
opportunity for a question-and-answer session. 
Contact information is also exchanged so Farm 
Bureau members are readily available to provide 

Farm Bureau policy input throughout the busy 
growing season.

The local issues committee will meet with 
several local officials late in the morning. 
County commissioners, road commissioners 
and staff, and the drain commissioner join us 
for updates on local concerns affecting our 
members.

Plans are not finalized yet but we are hoping 
Congresswomen Candice Miller will attend. 
Please watch for specific date and time to be 
announced as soon as plans are finalized. 

The Tuscola County Farm 
Bureau and its members were 
honored for their outstanding 
efforts this year at the MFB 
Annual Meeting in Grand 
Rapids.

Thanks to the many hours 
of volunteer time and effort, 
Tuscola County received Gold 
Star Awards for its membership, 
Promotion and Education, 
public policy, Young Farmer, 
county issues and membership involvement programs. The policy 
development and communications programs earned Silver Star Awards.

Star Awards recognize county Farm Bureaus for their hard work and 
creativity in promoting agriculture at the county level. Applications are 
submitted by each county committee and judged by Michigan Farm 
Bureau staff.

Farm Bureau staff and insurance agents writing five or more regular 
members are recognized with the Key Club Award. This year Kim 
Butcher, Reggie Ignash, Denny Miller, Rob Pike, Wayne Sayers, Dave 
Soper and Donna Foley all brought home Key Club honors. Volunteers 
Chelsay Burns, Dan Rayl and John Sommerville were also recognized 
and awarded.

Jonathan Findlay received the organization’s Young Farmer 
Achievement Award and will now compete for a national-level Young 
Farmer and Rancher Award at the America Farm Bureau Federation’s 
annual meeting in January, and will receive several prize packages from a 
number of agricultural firms and organizations. 

The Tuscola County Farm Bureau’s 
Promotion and Education committee will 
be preparing for National Ag Week held in 
March. The committee members participate in 
reading in the classroom, setting up displays at 
local libraries, and new this year an Ag in the 
Classroom lesson. 

 The committee will also be holding a 
meeting to start getting ready for Project RED 
(Rural Education Day) for all third-graders in 
the county, to be held in September. 

An opportunity exists for anyone on the 
Promotion and Education committee to attend 
the two-day Voice of Agriculture conference 

held in March. This conference helps provide 
new information to members on the committee 
to bring back to the county.

Anyone interested in helping out with any of 
these events, please contact Donna Foley at the 
county Farm Bureau office, 989-673-4157, as 
soon as possible.








