INGHAM COUNTY FARM BUREAU

BOARD OF DIRECTOR’S MINUTES

APRIL 06, 2009
The Ingham County Farm Bureau Board of Directors met Monday, April 6, 2009 in the conference room of the Ingham County Farm Bureau. President Jeff Oesterle called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  In attendance were (they are checked X):

DIRECTORS






    STAFF
Gary Haynes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

    Jeff Oesterle
 FORMCHECKBOX 

    Joe Solitro

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Laurie Koelling
 FORMCHECKBOX 

    Gerald Schwab
 FORMCHECKBOX 

    Alan Garner
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Betty Jo Nash
 FORMCHECKBOX 

    Gladys Welker
 FORMCHECKBOX 

    Laura Hamlin
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Don Oesterle

 FORMCHECKBOX 

    Bill Wheeler
 FORMCHECKBOX 

    Barb Chapman
 FORMCHECKBOX 




    Gary Wilcox
 FORMCHECKBOX 

    (quorum is 1 over ½ or 5 total)





    



    Quorum was present  FORMCHECKBOX 

Minutes and Financial Statements:

Jeff Oesterle moved to have the March 2009 minutes stand as written and placed on file, motion passed.  

Laurie Koelling moved to accept the March 2009 financials stand as presented and placed on file, motion supported by Gary Wilcox. Motion passed.
New Memberships:

Laurie Koelling moved to accept the March 2009 Regular memberships as presented, motion supported by Gladys Welker. Motion passed.
Farm Bureau Insurance Report

Joe Solitro would welcome some Board member to attend an agency meeting to talk about memberships and retention and member benefits.

Joe also asked the Board what topics he should cover at the Board meetings and does the Board want him to be present at every Board meeting. Following discussion, Joe will plan on attending meetings when we need him or he has some information to pass on.

Regional Representative Report
Laura Hamlin highlighted upcoming events information that is available on the MFB Website. 

Laura also stated that on www.MI.gov you could access all of the agriculture films that were produced last year. 

Laura talked about a letter received from Wayne Wood regard Farmers Care Action Teams that are being developed. This action team will be focused on legislator contacts and contacts to local media. Members of the team will need to collaborate with other existing county committees to work on multiple areas of interest as it relates to the needs of each county Farm Bureau and the overall issues of farmers caring about their livelihoods. This 
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team will receive regular updates on the animal care issue so they can respond appropriately and also be a resource to other agriculture producer in the county. 

Qualified candidates to serve on the action team are need prior to May 1. The Board discussed several candidates that they thought would be good on this committee.

Her written report is on file at the county office. 

Unfinished Business:

There was no unfinished business from last month.
New Business:

Plat Books
Red Barn sent the initial 200 plat books for sale. Jeff Oesterle raised the question as to what to do with the old plat books. We decided to use the shredding company and pay the extra fee to destroy the old books. 

Committee Member Additions
Lists of current committees and their members were passed around and reviewed. Board members that wanted to be added to committees were discussed. 
County Office Building
The tenants next door to the Ingham County Farm Bureau are moving to a new office effective May 1, 2009. The landlord has put a “For Rent or For Sale” sign on the property. Jeff is planning on meeting with Rich Greiner (landlord) regarding our lease and the possible sale of the building. He will keep the Board apprised of his discussions following the meeting. Laurie Koelling offered her assistance during these discussions.
Committee Reports:

Promotion & Education:

Gladys Welker reported that Project RED was a success. We had about 500 children attend. Next year Gladys is planning on incorporating a couple of changes. One of the changes will be to require one adult per 8 to 10 children. Larger groups get more unruly and the children are not able to be as attentive to the discussion leader at the stations. Gladys wanted to thank everyone that helped with Project RED. We received booklet of thank you letters from the Dansville and Webberville schools.

Barb had mailed teacher surveys to the teachers involved and Gladys will be mailing out thank you notes to the companies that gave donations for the children’s and teacher’s “goodie bags”.
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Membership:

Laurie Koelling reported that the Victory Party was held at the Mason Bowling Center and City Limits on March 14, 2009 at 5:00 p.m. for pizza and bowling. We have a total of 17 new members written so far. The chairpersons qualified for two individuals to be sent on the Chairman’s trip.

Young Farmer:

Betty Jo Nash was not present for a report but submitted a Program of Work for 2009 to be approved by the Board following the Young Farmer’s initial organizational meeting held on March 22. Bill Wheeler moved to accept the “Program of Work” as presented, motion supported by Gladys Welker. Motion passed.
Washington Legislative Seminar:

Janet Lyon came as a guest speaker to the Board Meeting. Janet wanted to thank the Board for allowing her and Bill Chamberlain to attend this meeting. Janet reviewed their couple of day’s activities in Washington. The key speaking points this year were Animal Care, Climate Change, Comprehensive Energy Policy, Farm Bill, Immigration and the Capital Gains Taxes. Janet stated that they were able to talk to a couple of the politicians and staff and had some very good discussions. Written summaries of their discussion points are on file at the County office.
Adjourn:
Jeff said there would probably not be a Board Meeting in May. The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m.

Cordially submitted,

Barbara Chapman

Administrative Manager

Ingham County Farm Bureau
