INGHAM COUNTY FARM BUREAU

BOARD OF DIRECTOR’S MEETING MINUTES

APRIL 8, 2011
The Ingham County Farm Bureau Board of Directors met Friday, April 8, 2011 in the conference room of the Ingham County Farm Bureau. President Laurie Koelling called the meeting to order at 7:30 a.m. Board members in attendance were (they are checked X): 

DIRECTORS






    STAFF
John Allen

 FORMCHECKBOX 

    Don Oesterle
 FORMCHECKBOX 

    Managing Partner FORMCHECKBOX 
 Joe Solitro
Gary Haynes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

    Gerald Schwab
 FORMCHECKBOX 

    Laura Hamlin
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Jeanine Igl

 FORMCHECKBOX 

    Jessica Stahl
 FORMCHECKBOX 

    Guest 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Don Currey
Laurie Koelling
 FORMCHECKBOX 

    Gladys Welker
 FORMCHECKBOX 

    Guest    

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mark Thompson
      



    Gary Wilcox
 FORMCHECKBOX 

    Barb Chapman
 FORMCHECKBOX 
   

                            (quorum is 1 over ½ or 5 total)  Quorum was present        FORMCHECKBOX 

Minutes and Financial Statements:

Gladys Welker moved to accept the March 2011 minutes as written, motion supported by Jeanine Igl. Motion passed. 

Gladys Welker moved to accept the March 2011 financial statements as presented and placed on file, motion supported by John Allen. Motion passed. 

New Memberships:

John Allen moved to accept the March 2011 new regular memberships as presented, motion supported by Gladys Welker. Motion passed. 

Correspondence:
Correspondence received was read, thank you note from Barb Chapman and invitation to Eaton County Farm Bureau Legislative Breakfast.
Farm Bureau Insurance Report

All three Managing Partners were present at this month’s Board meeting. Mark Thompson reviewed his report highlighting the types of claims that come up during the spring. His report is on file at the office.

Regional Representative Report
Laura Hamlin handed out her Central Region report and pointed out highlights.  Her report is on file at the office. 
Highlights include: The Young Farmer District V Discussion Meet was held on March 16, 2011 at 6:30 p.m. at the MSU Pavilion. We had three participants from Ingham County Kate Boddy, Betty Jo Nash, and Keith Rockwood, Kate and Betty Jo will be continuing on to the next level.
Laura also talked about the Farm Fresh Food Blog where farmers are sharing how they care about safe food, the environment, their animals and Michigan’s future.
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Unfinished Business:

Partnership Meeting with Clinton/Eaton Counties

From last month, the Board decided that Ingham would send 2 representatives to meet with other counties. We would want to have each county be in charge of planning their event. The Board leaned toward a cash crop topic or for a spokesperson training. Laurie and one other person (to be determined) will meet with the other counties. This will be carried over until next month.
New Business:

FB Credit Union CD Investment
We have a matured Farm Bureau Credit Union CD that needs to be re-invested. We have information from Edward Jones on bonds that was passed around the Board members. Following review and discussion, Gerald Schwab moved to purchase MI Muni Bond in the amounts of $20,000  maturing in 11/1/18 at 4.05% and  $20,00 maturing in 11/1/22 at 5..00% or whatever is still available at the time of purchase when placing the call. Laurie is to be present when calling to help make the ultimate decision if needed, motion supported by John Allen. Motion passed.
Farm Survey Mailing

We received a request from the MSU Land Policy Institute. The overarching goal of this project is to highlight agricultural trends and obtain information that will aid in developing an agricultural economic development plan for the Tri-County Region of Clinton, Eaton and Ingham Counties. To obtain information, they are holding two listening sessions at the end of April to collect responses related to local knowledge, strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and barriers for and to agriculture in the region. They expect most participants will be somehow involved in agriculture and/or economic development. 

To supplement these responses, they would also like to understand those same issues from the farmers’ standpoint. They would like to ask questions similar to those asked during the listening sessions alongside some other farming-specific questions using an online survey.

Therefore, they would like us to send out postcards to our members and ask for our members to complete a survey either online or over the phone. Gerald Schwab moved that we allow MSU Land Policy access to our members by providing Barb with the postcards, labels and postage and she attach the labels and mail the postcards to our members, motion supported by Jeanine Igl. Motion passed.

Relay for Life Donation
We received a request from Cheri Sterle on behalf of the Baseline Community Action Group for sponsorship for the American Cancer Society Relay for Life Walk in Mason. John Allen moved that we approve a $250 sponsorship, supported by Gary Haynes. Motion approved. 
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Committee Reports:

Promotion & Education:

Gladys Welker reported that we had close to 400 children attend Project RED. Laingsburg was not able to attend because their school was closed that day due to the weather. Mason, Dansville and Webberville FFA students did come and help with stations.  The sheep guy from MSU did sheep shearing again. We received many favorable comments from teachers. Great write up in the Ingham County newsletter again.
Shawhaven Farm Lamb Festival will be coming up Saturday, April 16th and April 17th and we will be having some kind of agriculture booth to promote ag and Farm Bureau. There will be over 200 lambs and other animals there. Gladys is coordinating the booth and will need some help from 10 to 4 on Saturday and 12 to 5 on Sunday.

Dave Aldrich, agent will be donating some kind of give away from Farm Bureau Insurance to put into goodie bags that Gladys is putting together for the kids.
Young Farmer:

Jessica Stahl reported that she had 25 people attend the pizza and bowling party on March 19. Hopefully she will find some Young Farmers to help start the Young Farmer program and get interest generated.
Membership Committee:

Laurie Koelling reported that we have signed up a total of 6 new members so far this year. The Victory Party is scheduled for April 9th at the Dairy Store on the MSU Campus starting at 5:00 p.m.
Adjourn:
Meeting was adjourned at 8:55 a.m. Next Board Meeting is scheduled for Friday, May 13th at 7:30 a.m.
Cordially submitted,

Barbara Chapman

Administrative Manager

Ingham County Farm Bureau

