INGHAM COUNTY FARM BUREAU

BOARD OF DIRECTOR’S MEETING MINUTES

JUNE 10, 2011
The Ingham County Farm Bureau Board of Directors met Friday, June 10, 2011 in the conference room of the Ingham County Farm Bureau. President Laurie Koelling called the meeting to order at 7:30 a.m. Board members in attendance were (they are checked X): 

DIRECTORS






    STAFF
John Allen

 FORMCHECKBOX 

    Don Oesterle
 FORMCHECKBOX 

    Managing Partner FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Gary Haynes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

    Gerald Schwab
 FORMCHECKBOX 

    Laura Hamlin
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Jeanine Igl

 FORMCHECKBOX 

    Jessica Stahl
 FORMCHECKBOX 

    Guest 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Jake Wamhoff
Laurie Koelling
 FORMCHECKBOX 

    Gladys Welker
 FORMCHECKBOX 

    Guest    

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Janet Lyon
      



    Gary Wilcox
 FORMCHECKBOX 

    Barb Chapman
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  

Guest 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Pat Lindemann, Drain Commissioner

Guest 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Randy Abbott, Drain Maintenance Supervisor

Guest 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Paul Pratt, Deputy Drain Commissioner

Guest 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Dick Rhines, Ingham County Farmer, Stockbridge
                            (quorum is 1 over ½ or 5 total)  Quorum was present        FORMCHECKBOX 

Minutes and Financial Statements:

John Allen moved to accept the April 2011 minutes as written, motion supported by Gladys Welker. Motion passed. 

Gladys Welker moved to accept the April 2011 financial statements as presented and placed on file, motion supported by Jeanine Igl. Motion passed. 

New Memberships:

John Allen moved to accept the April 2011 and May 2011 new regular memberships as presented, motion supported by Gladys Welker. Motion passed. 

Correspondence:
No correspondence received.
Farm Bureau Insurance Report

Farm Bureau Insurance report was sent out to Board Members on behalf of the Managing Partners. No partner was present at this month’s Board meeting. Written report is on file at the office.

Regional Representative Report
Laura Hamlin handed out her Central Region report and pointed out highlights.  Her report is on file at the office. 
Highlights include: Wheat grower ballots will be mailed on June 17 to wheat growers asking them to approve or deny an assessment of up to one-half percent to the delivered crop’s value. Please vote. Also Ingham County needs to nominate an individual for the swine Commodity Advisory Committee by Friday, August 12. 
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Unfinished Business:

Partnership Meeting with Clinton/Eaton Counties

From last month, the Board decided that Ingham would send 2 representatives to meet with other counties. We would want to have each county be in charge of planning their event. The Board leaned toward a cash crop topic or for spokesperson training. Laurie and one other person (to be determined) will meet with the other counties. According to Laura, this has not resurfaced in the other counties so this item will now be removed from the agenda until further interest is generated from the other counties.
Legislative Breakfast

Laurie Koelling would like to plan some kind of Legislative Breakfast for this fall on a Monday or a Friday when the legislators are not in session. Laurie and Jeanie will check with some of the local commissioners to see what kind of forum and time frame they would like to see and then start the planning sessions.

New Business:

Pat Lindemann, Drain Commissioner 

Pat Lindemann, along with Paul Pratt and Randy Abbott came and discussed with the Board the problems that Ingham County is faced in the upper Grand River Watershed at the southern Ingham County boarder by Jackson County. Lindemann asked the Board for support at the meeting that will be scheduled for the Ingham, Jackson, and Washtenaw Drain Commissioners to vote on cleanup of the drain in Jackson County. He also asked for the Board to contact their counterparts in Jackson and Washtenaw Counties to express the importance of encouraging their drain commissioners to vote yes on the drain cleanup. 
ED Jones CD Investment
ICFB has a matured ED Jones CD that needs to be re-invested. We have information from Edward Jones on bonds that was distributed to the Board members. Following review and discussion, John Allen moved that the Executive Committee should get information on different bonds or stocks to review that would be shorter term and callable and easier access to our money if needed to purchase and make the decision on behalf of the Board, motion supported by Gladys Welker. Motion passed.

Star Awards
The Michigan Farm Bureau Star Awards program is designed to recognize county Farm Bureaus for attaining outstanding achievements by involving leaders and members in programs serving agriculture. Each committee is responsible for completing a Star Award Program application before July 1 and submitting to MFB. These were completed by the Committee Chair of each program during the Board meeting if present or will be submitted to the county prior to the deadline if they were not able to make it to the Board meeting.
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Circle of Life Exhibit – Ingham County Fair
The Ingham County Fair is looking for Ingham County Farm Bureau to sponsor the Circle of Life Exhibit again this year. The Mason, Dansville, and Webberville FFA chapters have agreed to volunteer their time to cover the exhibit. ICFB needs to find the animals for the 
exhibit. We might have to rent incubators and purchase eggs for hatching. The food stand will donate food tickets to volunteers that work a minimum of 4 hours to receive a free sandwich, chips and drink from the food stand. The Board decided to create banners to display at both ends of the building stating “Circle of Life” sponsored by Ingham County Farm 
Bureau and Farm Bureau Insurance. Barb to follow-up with MFB print shop on creating the banners and the cost associated with the banners. Gladys Welker thought that we could give out headbands that have a cow face on them to children at the exhibit and this would promote Farm Bureau throughout the fair. These headbands cost $.40 per piece. We estimated that we would need to order about 2,000 headbands. John Allen moved to support up to $1,500 of FB Promotion and FBI Promotion funds as necessary to cover the expenses for the banners, headbands, food for the volunteers and feed for the animals, and misc. expenses, etc, motion supported by Gladys Welker. Motion passed. 

County Communicator of the Year Award
Laurie Koelling received a recommendation from the Communication Committee recommending that Christie Bleck receive recognition for Communicator of the Year at the County Annual this year. In his letter Kirk Heinze stated that Christie has worked for the Lansing Community Newspapers for ten years. She has consistently covered agriculturally-related topics, ranging from FFA and 4-H activities to the Ingham County Fair to our own Project RED. Jeanine Igl moved to accept Kirk Heinze’s recommendation for Christie Bleck to receive this award, motion supported by Gladys Welker. Motion passed.
Committee Reports:

Promotion & Education:

Gladys Welker reported that in September there will be an event called Leslie Days that we will be planning some kind of exhibit.
She is also starting to plan for the fair and has started to discuss things with the new manager, Carol at the Fair.
Young Farmer:

Jessica Stahl was not present but Gladys reported that Jessica was planning on looking on planning a Lugnut game for the future this summer. Gladys also reported that the Young Farmer’s would be working at the food booth or the Circle of Life exhibit.

Adjourn:
Meeting was adjourned at 9:25 a.m. Next Board Meeting is scheduled for Friday, May 8th at 7:30 a.m. Budget should be ready for discussion.
Cordially submitted,

Barbara Chapman

Administrative Manager

Ingham County Farm Bureau

