INGHAM COUNTY FARM BUREAU

BOARD OF DIRECTOR’S MINUTES

MARCH 02, 2009
The Ingham County Farm Bureau Board of Directors met Monday, March 2, 2009 in the conference room of the Ingham County Farm Bureau. President Jeff Oesterle called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  In attendance were (they are checked X):

DIRECTORS






    STAFF
Gary Haynes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

    Jeff Oesterle
 FORMCHECKBOX 

    Joe Solitro

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Laurie Koelling
 FORMCHECKBOX 

    Gerald Schwab
 FORMCHECKBOX 

    Alan Garner
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Betty Jo Nash
 FORMCHECKBOX 

    Gladys Welker
 FORMCHECKBOX 

    Laura Hamlin
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Don Oesterle

 FORMCHECKBOX 

    Bill Wheeler
 FORMCHECKBOX 

    Barb Chapman
 FORMCHECKBOX 




    Gary Wilcox
 FORMCHECKBOX 

    (quorum is 1 over ½ or 5 total)





    



    Quorum was present  FORMCHECKBOX 

Minutes and Financial Statements:

Bill Wheeler moved to accept the January 2009 minutes as written, motion supported by Gary Wilcox. Motion passed.  

Gary Wilcox moved to accept the January 2009 and February 2009 financials stand as presented and placed on file, motion supported by Laurie Koelling. Motion passed.
New Memberships:

Gary Wilcox moved to accept the January 2009 and February 2009 Regular memberships as presented, motion supported by Laurie Koelling. Motion passed.
Farm Bureau Insurance Report

Joe Solitro reported that Farm Bureau Insurance was just back from their convention and they had a real good meeting. Jim Fuerstenau was given the Directors Award for sales. Joe also stated that his two new agents were out in offices now. Scott O’Mara is in the Okemos office and Bob Haddad is in Jim Fuerstenau’s office.

Joe also reported that Farm Bureau Insurance is strong in the market and their portfolio is diverse. 
District V Board Member Report

Alan Garner attended this month’s meeting. Alan supported Joe’s comments regarding the financial stability of Farm Bureau Insurance. Alan also complemented Joe Solitro and the good job that he was doing with his agents and the good meeting that they had up in Traverse City. Alan also commented on some of the issues going on with MFB.
Regional Representative Report
Laura Hamlin highlighted upcoming events including the upcoming Ag Week, March 15-21, 2009 and the Young Farmer bus tour on March 17, 2009. 

Laura also pointed out that market and weather data are now available on the MFB website.  Her written report is on file at the county office. 
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Unfinished Business:

Investments
Jeff Oesterle informed the Board that Ingham County Farm Bureau had a CD mature from Mason State Bank on March 1, 2009. Jeff asked the Board how they wanted to reinvest the funds and presented several different options from local banks, Ed Jones and the Farm Bureau Credit Union. Bill Wheeler moved to invest the funds in the Farm Bureau Family 

Credit Union and invest $40,000.00 in a 24 month CD and the remaining portion in a 12 month CD, motion supported by Gerald Schwab. Motion passed
New Business:

Plat Books
Red Barn sent the plat book mock-up to review with a choice of two covers. Once any corrections are requested, the plat books will be printed. The Board reviewed the two covers and chose the multi picture cover.

Ag Day at the Capitol Registration
Ag Day at the Capitol is Wednesday, March 18. Jeff asked who wanted to attend. Bill Wheeler, Jeff Oesterle, Laurie Koelling, Gladys Welker, Gary Haynes, Gerald Schwab and Barb Chapman have committed to attend Ag Day. Barb is to call Jake Wamhoff, Jeanie Igl and Bill Chamberlain to see if they want to attend.
MAEAP Verification Sign Reimbursement

Diedra Matthews from David and Matthews Farm has submitted a receipt for a MAEAP Verification Sign for their farm in Mason requesting reimbursement for their purchase. The cost of the sign is $74.20 per sign. Michigan Farm Bureau reimburses $25.00 towards the purchase of the sign. Laurie Koelling moved to approved reimbursement of the difference of the cost of the sign of $49.20, motion supported by Bill Wheeler. Motion passed.

Committee Reports:

Promotion & Education:

Gladys Welker reported that about 450 children are registered to attend the 2009 Project RED which includes about 15-20 children from home schools. Joe Solitro said he would donate some bookmarks and other goodie for the teacher bags. The animals will be in the big building A at the Fairgrounds this year. Jeff will pick up the corn bags for Gladys.

Gladys also stated that we could get in to set-up from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Tuesday night, March 24. Jake and Jeff will drive to Midland to pick up the tunnels.
Membership:

Laurie Koelling reported that the Victory Party will be held at the Mason Bowling Center and City Limits on March 14, 2009 at 5:00 p.m. for pizza and bowling. We have a total of 8 new members written so far. We need 7 more to attain goal.
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MINUTES CONTINUED
                        PAGE 3

Young Farmer:

Betty Jo Nash reported that she is planning an organization meeting including pizza with other young farmers. She had talked to several individuals that are interested in attending and getting a program started.
Laurie Koelling and Betty Jo Nash are going to attend the MSU Collegiate Farm Bureau meeting on March 10, 2009 to see if they can recruit any new young farmers.

Adjourn:
Meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m.

Cordially submitted,

Barbara Chapman

Administrative Manager

Ingham County Farm Bureau
