INGHAM COUNTY FARM BUREAU

BOARD OF DIRECTOR’S MEETING MINUTES

FEBRUARY 11, 2011
The Ingham County Farm Bureau Board of Directors met Friday, March 11, 2011 in the conference room of the Ingham County Farm Bureau. Vice-President Don Oesterle called the meeting to order at 7:30 a.m. Board members in attendance were (they are checked X): 

DIRECTORS






    STAFF
John Allen

 FORMCHECKBOX 

    Don Oesterle
 FORMCHECKBOX 

    Managing Partner FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Gary Haynes

 FORMCHECKBOX 

    Gerald Schwab
 FORMCHECKBOX 

    Laura Hamlin
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Jeanine Igl

 FORMCHECKBOX 

    Jessica Stahl
 FORMCHECKBOX 

    Guest 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  
Laurie Koelling
 FORMCHECKBOX 

    Gladys Welker
 FORMCHECKBOX 

    Guest    

 FORMCHECKBOX 
____________
      



    Gary Wilcox
 FORMCHECKBOX 

    Barb Chapman
 FORMCHECKBOX 
   

                            (quorum is 1 over ½ or 5 total)  Quorum was present        FORMCHECKBOX 

Minutes and Financial Statements:

John Allen moved to accept the January 2011 minutes as written, motion supported by Gladys Welker. Motion passed. 

John Allen moved to accept the January 2011 financial statements as presented and placed on file, motion supported by Gerald Schwab. Motion passed. 

New Memberships:

Jeanine Igl moved to accept the January 2011 new regular memberships as presented, motion supported by Gladys Welker. Motion passed. 

Correspondence:
No correspondence received this month.
Farm Bureau Insurance Report

No Managing Partner present at this month’s Board meeting. Joe Solitro submitted a written report on behalf of the managing partners this month. His report is on file at the office.

Regional Representative Report
Laura Hamlin handed out her Central Region report and pointed out highlights.  Her report is on file at the office. 
Highlights include: The Young Farmer’s will be hosting a District 5 Safety Day on March 5 and the Young Farmer District V Discussion Meet will be held on March 16, 2011 at 6:30 p.m. at the MSU Pavilion.
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Unfinished Business:

Partnership Meeting with Clinton/Eaton Counties

We previously discussed joining together with Eaton and Clinton Counties in hosting some education programs/meetings for our members within our three counties. The goal is to provide educational training for members in production agriculture. Each county would send a representative or two to start a focus group to get some topics on the table and start planning something together. This issue is tabled until Laurie can discuss with Eaton County further.

Washington Legislative Seminar

The Washington Legislative Seminar will be held March 9 through March 11, 2011. Gerald Schwab and Gary Haynes will be attending for Ingham County this year.

Lansing Legislative Meeting

The Lansing Legislative Seminar will be held on February 22, 2011 at the Lansing Center. Currently we have 11 individuals signed up to attend.
New Business:

BCBS Agreement

Michigan Farm Bureau (MFB) and MFB, Inc. are discontinuing the Customer Representative Services Agreement for Blue Cross Blue Shield signed in 1982 by the County Farm Bureaus. As a result, County Farm Bureaus (CFB) that want to continue with Blue Cross Blue Shield (BCBS) soliciting, servicing, and receiving BCBS service fees and enrollment fees must enter into a new agreement. CAMs in counties that opt into the servicing agreement will need to obtain a Health and Accident Resident Producers License. Barb will make copies and put into everyone’s packet for review before next Board meeting for discussion.
Board Meetings
Board Meetings that are currently being held on the second Thursday of each month in the mornings at 7:30 a.m. are a conflict with some Board members. After much discussion Jeanine Igl moved that the Board Meetings will now be the second Friday of the month at 7:30 a.m. starting March 11th , motion supported by Gladys Welker. Motion passed,
Committee Reports:

Promotion & Education:

Gladys Welker reported that we have over 270 children signed up to attend Project RED so far. Laingsburg, Mason, and Dansville FFA students will be coming to help with stations. MSU will be bringing pigs. The sheep guy from MSU will be there by 10 a.m. to do sheep shearing again. We have to go and get the tunnels from Midland and then reimburse drivers for mileage. 
Gladys also reported that Esther Jackson was working on promoting agriculture during Festival Days in Leslie in September 2011. She will have a booth/tent for rural education. More details to follow at a later time as they develop.
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Young Farmer:

Jessica Stahl reported that she had a committee meeting on January 31 to organize some upcoming events. She has planned a bowling and pizza party for March 19 at the Mason Bowling Alley.
Membership Committee:

The Membership Kick-off was a success. We had over 45 people attend the Kick-off at the Mason Depot Diner on January 18. The guest speaker was State Representative Kevin Daley who talked a little about the committee he has been on and agriculture, labor and government operations. The Victory Party is scheduled for April 2nd at the Dairy Store on the MSU Campus. We have signed up 4 new members so far.
Adjourn:
Meeting was adjourned at 8:35 a.m. Next Board Meeting is scheduled for Friday, March 11th at 7:30 a.m.
Cordially submitted,

Barbara Chapman

Administrative Manager

Ingham County Farm Bureau

