
KALAMAZOO COUNTY FARM BUREAU


 ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES

October 20, 2009 at The Birch’s
President Todd Weinberg welcomed everyone to the meeting. The theme to this year’s annual meeting is “Kalamazoo County Farmers Care”. To celebrate and honor this theme we have farmers representing the different agricultural products grown herein the county placed at each table. Todd asked each farm and asked each of them to stand and be recognized.

This year’s annual meeting will be like previous years in which we have already held our Policy Development portion of the meeting and we will vote on the recommendations as a package later in the program. Todd also thanked everyone for bringing in a non-perishable food item and announced that it will all go to a local food bank here in Kalamazoo County. 

Todd introduced Clayton Hisler to give the invocation for tonight’s dinner.

Clayton Hisler gave the invocation.

Dinner.

Todd Weinberg introduced Belden Smith to lead the membership in the pledge of allegiance. 
Todd Weinberg introduced June Bailey to introduce our guests for the evening.
June Bailey introduced the following guests:


Norm Braksick – Foods Resource Bank

Kathy Buckham and her husband George – Kalamazoo Conservation District


Maury Kaercher – St. Joseph County Extension Director


Joanna Johnson – Kalamazoo County Road Commission


Travis Bartholomew – Kalamazoo County Road Commission


Jeff Maddox – Kalamazoo County Road Commissioner


Gale Arent and his wife Fame – A past Kalamazoo County Extension Director (1974-1992)


Ann Nieuwenhuis – Kalamazoo County Commissioner


James Bolger – State Representative


Larry DeShazor – State Representative


Lorence Wenke – Former State Representative


Tonya Shuitmaker – State Representative


Ben Morlock – from Attorney General Mike Cox’s office


James & Samantha Kreitner – New Kalamazoo County Farm Bureau Regular Members

Robin & Jonathan Rowe – New Kalamazoo County Farm Bureau Regular Members

Henry Sowles – New Kalamazoo County Farm Bureau Regular Members


Quinshayla Kelley and her family – YPCS Attendee


Jessica Kirklin and her family – YPCS Attendee


Jaqueline Turner and her family – YPCS Attendee


Courtney Weaver and her family – YPCS Attendee


Rob Anderson – MFB State Governmental Affairs Dept.


Harlow Bailey – MFB State Political Action Committee


Scott Oswalt – MFB State P&E Committee


Sarah Pion – MFB Regional Representative


Rob Richardson – MFB State Policy Development Committee


Eric Stephenson & his wife Julie – MFB State Young Farmer Committee


Carrie Vollmer-Sanders – MFB Agricultural Ecology Specialist


Mike Wenkel – MFB Membership & Field Services Dept.


Brigette Leach – MFB District 1 Director


John Vandermolen – MFB C.O.O.

Dick Keilen introduced the Kalamazoo County Farm Bureau Insurance agents.

Todd Weinberg introduced the 2008/2009 Kalamazoo County Farm Bureau Board of Directors.

Todd Weinberg introduced Bonnie Gazdag to introduce the YPCS attendees.

Bonnie Gazdag introduced the following YPCS attendees and asked each of them to share their experience with the members:


Quinshayla Kelley


Jessica Kirklin


Jaqueline Turner


Courtney Weaver

Todd Weinberg officially called the business meeting to order.

The minutes of the 2008 Annual Meeting were reviewed. Harlow Bailey motioned to approve the 2008 Annual Meeting minutes as presented. Kelly Leach supported the motion. 

The motion passed.

The 2008/2009 Financial Statements were reviewed. Belden Smith motioned to approve the 2008/2009 Financial Statements as presented. Harlow Bailey supported the motion.

The motion passed.

Old Business

No old business.

New Business


Todd Weinberg introduced Richard Myers to present the nominations for the open Board of Directors positions. Matt Holysz, Belden Smith, Richard Myers, and James Kreitner are running. 

Nominations were opened to the floor.

A motion was made by Harlow Bailey and supported by Larry Leach to close the nominations and a unanimous vote be cast.

The motion passed.

Richard Myers presented the nominations for the non-board members to attend the State Annual Meeting December 1st through December 4th. This year Kalamazoo County qualifies for seven delegates therefore the membership will still choose three and the board will choose the other four. Karl Guenther, Steve Gazdag, and Harlow Bailey were all interested in being a delegate this year.
Nominations were opened to the floor.

A motion was made by Harlow Bailey and supported by Larry Leach to close the nominations and a unanimous vote be cast.

The motion passed.

Kelly Leach addressed the membership and presented the package of policies for approval as written. 

The membership reviewed the policies presented in the booklet. Kelly Leach moved to adopt the resolutions as presented. A motion was made by Kelly Leach and supported by June Bailey.

The motion passed.

Kelly Leach presented the Farm Women’s Hall of Fame Award to Martha Gibson.

Belden Smith presented Travis Bartholomew the Ecology Leadership Award. 

Todd Weinberg presented Ann Nieuwenhuis with the Ag Promoter of the Year Award.

Kurt Wiley presented Dale Arent with the Distinguished Service to Agriculture Award.
Todd Weinberg presented the Star awards as follows:

Larry Phelps received a GOLD star in Public Policy.
Todd Weinberg and Larry Leach received a GOLD star in County Issues.

Dawn Phelps received a GOLD star in Membership.

Larry Phelps received a GOLD star in Public Policy.

Kalamazoo County Farm Bureau received a GOLD star in Member Involvement.

Kelly Leach received a GOLD star in Policy Development.

Harlow Bailey and Larry Leach received a GOLD star in Political Action.

Martha Gibson, Robin Peck, and Darla Perrin received a GOLD star in Promotion & Education
Daniel Dalman a SILVER star in Young Farmer.

Brigette Leach addressed the membership and gave a report.

Brigette Leach presented the Carthart Club award to:


Todd Weinberg

Brigette Leach presented the Key Club award to the following:


Jeff Buckham, Jr. 
Dan Gregart

Jerrid Hisler

Clayton Hisler

Lisa Robb

Angela Shannon

Todd Weinberg took a few minutes to thank the following volunteers for their help at the Kalamazoo County Fair Birthing Tent:

   Martha Gibson
   Bob Gibson

Jeff Buckham, Jr.   Todd Weinberg
Lisa Robb
   Robin Peck

   Joe Peck

Caroline Wiley
      John Lancaster
Doug Robb
   Darla Perrin

   June Bailey

Clayton Hisler
      Dave Rutten
Shelby Dutra
   Stephanie Buckham
  Thelma Buckham
Jerrid Hisler
      Kelly Leach
Todd Weinberg thanked the following County Annual Committee members for their time and hard work that was put into putting this meeting together:


Nellie Lou Vosburg


June Bailey


Caroline Wiley


Lisa Robb


Regina Richardson


Thelma Buckham

Todd Weinberg thanked Kristi Wallace and Cheryl Champine for managing our registration table for the evening.

Todd Weinberg asked the P&E Committee to come forward and do the drawing.
Harlow Bailey, Richard Soule, Chris VandeGiessen, Eric Stephenson, and Gale Arent each won a gift basket.

Carol Braksick won a 1 night stay at the MFB State Annual Meeting.

Barbara Buckham won a 1 year paid FB Membership.

A motion was made by Kelly Leach and supported by Larry Leach to adjourn the meeting. 

The Motion passed.

Submitted by,

Lisa Robb
Lisa L. Robb,

County Administrative Manager
1

