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The purpose:

The 2011 County Farm Bureau Farm Bill Educational Grant is intended to encourage and reward county Farm Bureaus for developing and conducting innovative Farm Bill educational programs in 2011. The intent of the grant is to encourage county Farm Bureaus to work with your local NRCS office to educate farmers about the opportunities in the 2008 Farm Bill.  Your educational programs should be designed to help promote conservation programs in the 2008 Farm Bill and facilitate access to county NRCS staff. The available grants are funded by NRCS as they seek to increase conservation delivery in Michigan. 

Grant Guidelines:

· Projects that receive grant funding shall take place prior to September 1, 2011.
· Those projects selected for grants will receive one-half of the grant at the beginning of the project and the balance upon completion of the project and submission of a final written report to the Ag Ecology Department.
· Grant payments can be made only to a county Farm Bureau.  Payments cannot be made to individuals or to other organizations.

“Michigan Agriculture’s Best Collaborative Conservation Project” Selection Criteria:

This award will recognize the county grant project that most effectively works with NRCS and other partners to implement conservation education to farmers. The award will be judged based on evaluation of the Final Report form. All Final Report forms meeting guidelines will be evaluated by a panel of Farm Bureau judges.  An award of $1,000 will be given to the winning project to be spent on future conservation education.  The award check can ONLY be made out to the county Farm Bureau.  Applications will be scored using the following criteria:
1. Explanation of the project. (20  points)

2. Explanation of how your project effectively worked with NRCS and other partners to educate about conservation programs. (15 points) 
3. Explanation of the successes of your event. (10 points)

4. How many farmers did you reach? (5 points)
5. Explanation of how the grant assisted in completing the program or project outlined in the original grant proposal. (15 points)
FINAL REPORT & PAYMENT:
Project final reports must be submitted to the MFB Ag Ecology Department, postmarked by September 15, 2011.  Payment of the balance will be made by October 1, 2011 if the goals of the proposal are met.
Please find the Final Report Form attached to this guideline page.  Photos and/or newspaper articles would be appreciated but are not required in the final report.
To obtain additional copies of the Grant Application and Final Report Form, please visit: http://www.michfb.com/issues/farmbill 
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Educational Grant Final Report Form
and
Michigan Agriculture’s Best Collaborative Conservation Project

 (Please Type) 
You can find a downloadable form on our website: http://www.michfb.com/issues/farmbill 
	Please describe your project. (20 points) (textbox expands as you type).



	How many farmers did you reach? (5 points)             

	Explain how your project effectively worked with NRCS and other partners to educate about conservation programs. (15 points) (textbox expands as you type).



	Explain the successes of your event (10 points) (textbox expands as you type).


	How did the grant assist in completing the program or project the original grant proposal outlined? (15 points) (textbox expands as you type)



	Expenditures

Please list each of your expenses for the event with the dollar amount below.  
If your expenses did not fall into one of these categories, please specify the expense and include it in the miscellaneous box.

	Food Expenses: (Please describe the expense)

	Dollar Amount:

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Printing & Mailing Expenses: (Please describe the expense)

	Dollar Amount:

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Rental Expenses: (Please describe the expense)

	Dollar Amount:

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Miscellaneous Expenses: (Please describe the expense)

	Dollar Amount:

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


	Total Expenses from event:
	  


County Farm Bureau Staff: Please complete a monthly “Time Allocation Report” explaining the work conducted and the hours spent on the County Grant Project. Copies of the “Time Allocation Report” can be obtained by emailing eries@michfb.com. 

Final Project reports must be submitted to the MFB Ag Ecology Department, postmarked by September 15, 2011. Payment of the balance will be made by October 1, 2011 if the goals of the proposal are met.  If possible, please add pictures of your event/activity.  


Please submit the final report form to: 

Michigan Farm Bureau ( Ag Ecology Department ( Attn: Emily Ries

7373 W Saginaw Hwy • Lansing, MI 48917

Phone: (517) 323-7000 ext 2026 • Fax: (517) 323-0230 • Email: eries@michfb.com
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