
Agriculture’s Conference on the Environment
January 28, 2009



Water Legislation 2008: 
Agriculture’s Role

Compact in law ‐ Diversion’s prohibited
Off to Congress.
Water content of products is not a diversion.
Provisions to protect role of Michigan Legislature.

Riparian doctrine upheld.
Water Use Assessment Tool

Evaluation period.
Science‐based.

Seasonal use provisions.
No fees, no new rules.
Existing uses grandfathered.
Role for MDA, GAAMPs, Ag Commission.
Additional reporting time.
Water resources Advisory Council.
Allowance for transferring grandfathered uses.



Adverse Resource Impact

Determining Impact For New & Expanding Uses

GO

GO w/local education

Site review and conservation

Site review & prevention?

Lawsuit?



Stream types

*Appeals 
process to NRC



What’s Next…
October 1, 2008

Tool available for evaluation.
Water accounting begins.

February 1, 2009
Water accounting resets.
New adverse resource impact definition.

July 2009
Online registration and assessment tool implemented.

http://www.miwwat.org/
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