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MAEAP marks 10 years 

of environmental protection

LANSING, Mich. —The Michigan Agriculture Environmental Assurance Program (MAEAP) in 2009 recognizes its first decade of helping Michigan farmers protect the environment. 
MAEAP helps farmers voluntarily minimize agricultural pollution risks by teaching them how to identify and address those risks, working to comply with state and federal environmental regulations. 
“Since its inception in 1999, MAEAP has exemplified Michigan agriculture’s commitment to protect the state’s air, water and soil by promoting and encouraging environmentally responsible farming practices,” said Dr. Wendy Powers, Michigan State University Professor and MAEAP co-chair.
MAEAP is a three-phase program that involves education, farm-specific risk assessments, and third-party verification of environmentally responsible practices. The program reflects Michigan’s status as the second-most diverse agricultural economy in the nation by individually tailoring the verification process for livestock, crop and farmstead operations. 
“MAEAP provides farmers with an opportunity to be recognized as good stewards for taking steps to reduce the environmental impact of agriculture, and provides producers with technical assistance to help them make improvements to their operation,” said Powers. “As a result of 10 years of MAEAP efforts, livestock and cropping systems alike are raising the bar for what it means to be a good environmental steward.”
Since its establishment in 1999, MAEAP has had a significant impact on the environmental, social and economic well-being of Michigan agriculture, including:

· More than 600 Michigan farms are MAEAP-verified.

· Approximately 6,000 farms have begun the verification process.
· The partnership has verified that responsible manure application and other conservation practices are the rule on almost 214,000 acres of Michigan farmland.

· By using manure instead of relying on commercial fertilizer to boost soil quality, MAEAP-verified farms have saved more than 7.5 million gallons of diesel fuel.

The average farmer spends about $100,000 to become MAEAP verified—an expense that reflects MAEAP farmers’ commitment to environmental responsibility, according to MAEAP leaders and administrators. 
MAEAP was developed by a coalition of farmers, commodity groups, state and federal agencies, and conservation and environmental groups. While the Michigan Department of Agriculture is the verifying agency, MAEAP is not a government or regulatory program, but rather a partnership effort. 

For more information about MAEAP, visit www.maeap.org.
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