WHAT IS A DISCUSSION MEET?

The Discussion Meet is a contest where participants can freely discuss a current topic affecting the agriculture industry, and practice their public speaking and analytical skills.
The strength of Farm Bureau is largely due to the involvement of members: in analyzing their agricultural problems and deciding on solutions which best fit their needs. The Discussion Meet provides participants the opportunity to think about issues and take into account the opinions of others (sometimes conflicting).
Contestants of the Discussion Meet will discuss a preselected topic. The discussion is not a debate but rather a way to share ideas, identify the cause and effect of the problem, and evaluate and compare alternative solutions.  The participants should attempt to cooperatively share ideas and further develop their understanding of the topic/issue.
PARTS OF A DISCUSSION MEET

There are three parts to a discussion meet contest: the opening statement, body of discussion, and the closing statement.

A.
The opening statement is 30 seconds in length. The statement should be broad in scope, show relevancy, and importance of the topic.

B.
The body of the discussion will last 20-30 minutes in length.  During the body of the discussion, contestants have the freedom to talk about any part of the topic. It is recommended the discussion start with addressing the background of the topic, discuss why it is an issue, come up with solutions to the issue, and share how they feel they can be a part of the solution.

C. The closing statement is given at the end of the body of the discussion.  Contestants will be given one minute of quiet time to put their closing statements together. Closing statements should summarize the discussion that took place during the body and make any final comments about the topic.
SCORING

Contestants will be scored in six areas:

1.
Opening statement

2.
Closing statement

3.
Delivery

4.
Problem solving

5.
Analysis of the topic

6.
Cooperative attitude
