
Agricultural Career Awareness
INTRODUCTION

Grade Level: 6-12th grade
Timeframe: 30 minutes

At the end of this lessons students will be able to:
1.Define more accurately the scope and depth of the field of agriculture.
2. Identify at least one connection between a personal interest or skill and a potential

career in agriculture.
3.Understand the interconnectedness and complex contributions of the agricultural

industry in today’s society.

Materials/Resources Needed:
Notecards
Pencils
Prizes
Scattergories Group Sheets
Ag Careers Handout

BEFORE THE SESSION:
1.Purchase candy to use as prizes.
2.Review each section of this presentation.
3.Fill out a Scattergories card about yourself and the people/ag careers you interact

with in your operation.

Class Warm Up [About 5 minutes]:
1.Briefly introduce yourself and the kind of farming you do.
2.Give each student a note card and pencil. Have students write as many agricultural-

related careers they can think of in 60 seconds. [Set a timer.]
3.Have students count their totals. 

a.The 3 students with the highest numbers can bring their card up to be reviewed.
Only correct careers count in this scoring round. The 3 students with the most
correct careers get a small prize. 

Use this warm up competition as a means of gauging the students prior knowledge. You may
need to provide more support (guidance/hints) to students who struggled with this activity.



Agricultural Career Awareness 
ACTIVITY

Instruction [2-3 minutes]:
Introduce yourself more fully by going through your personal Scattergories card
and talking about the people with different ag-related careers you work with as part
of your operation, including what kind of education or interests each could have.
You can also use the included Presenter cards to provide more examples.

Career Scattergories Activity [approx. 15 minutes]:
1.Divide into groups of 4-5 students.
2.Assign each group one pizza ingredient by distributing the Scattergories sheets and

Ag careers handouts.
3.Explain the rules:

a.Working with their group, students will have 10 minutes to find up to 10 unique
careers that directly relate to their group’s given ingredient.

b.They may search online or with provided materials.
c.  They must also identify what personal interest or academic class aligns with

each selected job.
4.After 10 minutes, the groups will share out careers they have found.

a.Share out in pizza construction order (crust, sauce, cheese, toppings)
b.Groups will keep track of their own points. The group will receive a point for

each unique career--any overlap with other groups results in neither group
being awarded that point. As each group reads their jobs out loud, the other
groups cross out any overlapping jobs on their own sheet.

5.  Groups count up points. The group with the most points at the end wins a prize.

End of Class Reflection [approx. 5 minutes]:
1.On the reverse of their earlier notecard, have students write down 2-3 of their own

hobbies, interests, or favorite academic classes. 
2.Have students write down a career in agriculture that aligns with each interest.
3.Choose a few students to share their interests and possible ag career.
4.As you leave give each student a memento that reminds them of this connection to

agriculture (or give to the teacher to pass out, if teacher prefers).



1. List 12 unique careers that are involved in
your operation.
2. Identify an academic class or extra-
curricular interest that supports each career.

Career Class / Interest

PRESENTER



These are people that one Kent County celery
and onion farmer works with to make his

operation successful.

Career Class / Interest

CELERY/ONION FARMER

Banker Finance

Seed sales Sales

Agronomist Biology/Environment

Drone/aerial applicators Technology

Food packaging Sales / industrial design

Food Bank Sales

Commodity Group Communication

Pesticide sales Sales/Biology

MSU Extension Education

Laser weeder Technology

Tractor Dealer Sales



These are all jobs that one first generation
Kent County farmer has taken on to make

her operation a success!

Career Class / Interest

AGRITOURISM OPERATOR

Airbnb Host Hospitality

Maple Syrup Producer Food Safety

Goat Farmer Animal Care

Flower Farmer Horticulture

Beekeeper Biology

Pumpkin Farmer Horticulture

Animal Therapy Animal Therapy

Chicken Farmer Animal Care

Farm Stand Operator Business

Agritourism
Hospitality/Marketing/

Public Speaking

Children’s Book Author Writing/Graphic
Design/Self-publishing



These are people that one Kent County club
lamb breeder works with to make their

operation successful.

Career Class / Interest

Club Lamb Breeder

Nutritionist Biology

Veterinarian Veterinary Medicine

Welder Welding

Ag. sales - retail Business

Agronomist Biology

Livestock Equipment Sales Sales

Conservation Consultant Natural Resources

Farrier Technology

Computer software Technology

Mechanics Machines

Social Media Marketing



Career Class / Interest

Baker/Donut Maker Food Services

Sommelier Wine making

Farmhand Horticulture

Apple picker Horticulture

Retail Buyer Business/Sales

Pesticide Sales Biology/Sales

Conservation Consultant Natural Resources

Caterer Food Services

Social Media Marketing

Frost Fan Sales Ag Technology

Veterinarian Veterinary Medicine

TREE FRUIT FARMER /
AGRITOURISM

These are people that one 6th generation
Kent County tree fruit farmer who sells

directly to the public works with to make
their family operation a success.



Agricultural Career Awareness 
STUDENT RESOURCES





1. Find 10 unique careers that 
are involved with the production 
of pizza crust.
2. Identify an academic class or 
extra-curricular interest that 
supports each career.
3. If another group has written down the
same career, both teams cross that one out.

Career Class / Interest

Total Points: __________

CRUST



Total Points: __________

1. Find 10 unique careers that 
are involved with the production 
of pizza sauce.
2. Identify an academic class or 
extra-curricular interest that 
supports each career.
3. If another group has written down the
same career, both teams cross that one out.

Career Class / Interest

TOMATO SAUCE



Total Points: __________

1. Find 10 unique careers that 
are involved with the production 
of cheese.
2. Identify an academic class or 
extra-curricular interest that 
supports each career.
3. If another group has written down the
same career, both teams cross that one out.

Career Class / Interest

CHEESE



Total Points: __________

1. Find 10 unique careers that 
are involved with the production 
of pepperoni.
2. Identify an academic class or 
extra-curricular interest that 
supports each career.
3. If another group has written down the
same career, both teams cross that one out.

Career Class / Interest

PEPPERONI



Total Points: __________

1. Find 10 unique careers that 
are involved with the production 
of ground beef.
2. Identify an academic class or 
extra-curricular interest that 
supports each career.
3. If another group has written down the
same career, both teams cross that one out.

Career Class / Interest

GROUND BEEF



Total Points: __________

1. Find 10 unique careers that 
are involved with the production 
of chicken.
2. Identify an academic class or 
extra-curricular interest that 
supports each career.
3. If another group has written down the
same career, both teams cross that one out.

Career Class / Interest

CHICKEN



Total Points: __________

1. Find 10 unique careers that 
are involved with the production 
of green pepper.
2. Identify an academic class or 
extra-curricular interest that 
supports each career.
3. If another group has written down the
same career, both teams cross that one out.

Career Class / Interest

GREEN PEPPER



Total Points: __________

1. Find 10 unique careers that 
are involved with the production 
of onion.
2. Identify an academic class or 
extra-curricular interest that 
supports each career.
3. If another group has written down the
same career, both teams cross that one out.

Career Class / Interest

ONION



Total Points: __________

1. Find 10 unique careers that 
are involved with the production 
of mushroom.
2. Identify an academic class or 
extra-curricular interest that 
supports each career.
3. If another group has written down the
same career, both teams cross that one out.

Career Class / Interest

MUSHROOM



Total Points: __________

1. Find 10 unique careers that 
are involved with the production 
of basil.
2. Identify an academic class or 
extra-curricular interest that 
supports each career.
3. If another group has written down the
same career, both teams cross that one out.

Career Class / Interest

BASIL



Total Points: __________

1. Find 10 unique careers that 
are involved with the production 
of ____________________________.
2. Identify an academic class or 
extra-curricular interest that 
supports each career.
3. If another group has written down the
same career, both teams cross that one out.

Career Class / Interest

_______________________


