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OUR MISSION

Positively contribute to the future  
of Michigan agriculture through leadership  
and educational programming. 

Can you imagine a world 
where agriculture is  
valued by everyone? 

We can.



Dear Supporters of the Michigan Foundation for Agriculture,  
As we begin another year, let’s take a moment to reflect on 
the incredible progress we’ve made together in supporting 
agriculture education and literacy across Michigan. We are 
proud to share the strides we’ve made over the past twelve 
months, empowering teachers and students with vital 
resources that enhance their understanding of agriculture and 
its relevance to our daily lives. Your support is vital to this work. Thank you. 
Within the pages of this report, you’ll find highlights of the impact that you are 
helping make throughout our communities. One of our standout achievements has 
been the expansion of the FARM Science Programs. The FARM Science Van and our 
two FARM Science Labs regularly travel to schools across the state, bringing hands-
on, agriculture-focused (and FUN) lessons to thousands of students. We’re proud to 
work with teachers in dozens of districts, spark curiosity and excitement within our 
youth, and inspire conversations they can continue within their own homes. Because 
of volunteers, advocates, and supporters like you, we’re thrilled to have reached 
more teachers and students than ever before with these programs. 
This past year, we also supported a dedicated County Agriculture in the Classroom 
Specialist in Ottawa County, continued delivery of FARM Crates for K-5 grade 
classrooms, and provided even more leadership development opportunities for 
young farmers, investing in their skills and confidence as future leaders. 
None of this would have been possible without our generous individual donors, 
committed corporate partners, and dedicated, passionate volunteers. We are 
deeply grateful for your unwavering support of this purpose. Together, we are 
shaping the future of agriculture in Michigan and beyond.
Looking ahead, we are excited to build on this momentum, continuing to inspire 
young minds and enrich agriculture programs and education. Be sure to follow  
Michigan Agriculture in the Classroom on Facebook, visit MichFB.com or email 
MFA@michfb.com to stay connected. We’d love to hear from you!
Warm regards, 

Ben LaCross
President of Michigan Farm Bureau and 
Michigan Foundation for Agriculture Board Chairv

Message from the Chair



AGRICULTURAL LITERACY IMPACT

Michigan Agriculture in the Classroom impacted 
106,311 students and 3,184 teachers in 1,545 Michigan 
schools in 2024 through the following programs.



Two 40-foot mobile classrooms, tooled with STEM-
based lessons and aligned with science and agricultural 
literacy standards.

IMPACT BY THE NUMBERS

FARM Science Lab

19,137   
Students

853 
Teachers 

46  
Schools

29  
Counties 

PROUDLY SPONSORED BY:



A new delivery model, delivering hands-on 
FARM Science Lab lessons to students right  
in their classrooms.

IMPACT BY THE NUMBERS

FARM Science Van

2,892   
Students

136  
Teachers 

21  
Schools

20  
Counties 

PROUDLY SPONSORED BY:



Hands-on, educational subscription boxes, delivered 
to K-5th grade classrooms across the state during the 
school year.

IMPACT BY THE NUMBERS

FARM Crates

3,141  Crates 
and Refill Kits 

Shipped

1,478   
Schools

65  
Counties 

78,525    
Students

PROUDLY SPONSORED BY:



Training and resources provided to pre-service high 
school and college students studying education as well 
as current educators

IMPACT BY THE NUMBERS

Contract educator who visits classrooms and career 
fairs, hosts regional teacher professional development 
sessions and works with volunteers to lead student 
outreach activities throughout Ottawa County. 

IMPACT BY THE NUMBERS

Educator Professional 
Developments

Michigan Agriculture in the 
Classroom County Specialist

5,757   
Students

217 
Teachers 

500 Current 
Teachers 

4 Trainings  
& Conferences



FARM Crates

Agricultural Literacy  
Program Reach To Date

FARM Science Program

MIAITC County Specialist



Thank you for coming alongside us to support our three-year pilots of…

	� FARM SCIENCE LAB
	� FARM SCIENCE VAN
	� FARM CRATES
	� MICHIGAN AGRICULTURE IN THE CLASSROOM 

COUNTY SPECIALIST

We’ve spent the last year working on evaluations to measure the 
effectiveness of each of these pilots and launching our brand-new 
FARM Science Van. We’re still looking for strategic partners to make 
these pilots a reality and look forward to sharing what we’re learning 
as they progress and culminate in 2025.   

Two Years Down, One to Go

“The crates are educational and fun at the same time.  So 
many important agriculture topics are taught.”

JEN NICHOLS, 1ST GRADE TEACHER
Lake City Elementary

“We had such a great experience, and my Young 5 students 
LOVED IT!  Thank you so much for teaching them about farms 
and what we grow in Michigan!”

LOREN EYLER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL



AGRICULTURAL LEADERSHIP IMPACT

Michigan Foundation for Agriculture programs 
delivered leadership development opportunities to 
493 members and young leaders from 63 county Farm 
Bureaus in 2024. 



Building skills for career readiness, leadership opportunities and 
advocacy for agriculture.

IMPACT BY THE NUMBERS
	� 124 students from 34 counties competed in six regional High 

School Discussion Meets.
	� 8 Collegiate Farm Bureau members from our 13 collegiate 

chapters competed in the Collegiate Discussion Meet.
	� 440 pails were distributed to high school students through 

county Farm Bureaus’ efforts.
	� 38 FFA chapters and Collegiate Farm Bureau members  

shared consumer messages through #SpeakAgMichigan.

High School and Collegiate



Promotion & Education

Preparing agriculture leaders to be the active voice for agriculture 
while educating consumers about our industry.

In 2024, Michigan Farm Bureau launched resources, templates, and a 
grant initiative to encourage county Farm Bureaus to conduct adult-
focused consumer outreach to build relationships along the farm-to-
fork path.

IMPACT BY THE NUMBERS
	� 59 counties received grants 
	� 489 Farm Bureau volunteers were involved
	� 61,451 non-member children participated
	� 45,949 non-member adults participated



Young Farmers

Developing 18-35-year-old agriculture leaders for service in their 
county Farm Bureaus and communities.

IMPACT BY THE NUMBERS
	� 80 young farmers competed in District Discussion Meets.
	� 42 young farmers from 26 counties, submitted award 

applications.
	� 239 members attending Young Farmer Leaders Conference.
	� 648 participants in Young Farmer Facebook Group.

PROUDLY SPONSORED BY:

EQUIPMENT CO.



“Opportunities in leadership in Michigan Farm 
Bureau (MFB) are widely accessible due to the 
support of the Michigan Foundation for Agriculture 
(MFA). Through Young Farmer activities, Discussion 
Meet and award programs, I was able to gain 
life-changing leadership experiences. The people I 
have met in Michigan and beyond have expanded 
my thinking and challenged me to explore new 
perspectives. My most impactful experience was 
in ProFile.  The people, places and ideas I was 
introduced to during that program influence me 
now as I chair the state Promotion and Education 
Committee(P&E). Through my role within P&E, I 
see the impact that MFA has had on our volunteers 
in providing improved access to resources.  This 
ultimately improves our effectiveness in sharing 
Agriculture’s story to the students, schools and 
communities across Michigan.”

ALYSA SANFORD 
P&E Representative, MFB State Board



DONOR RECOGNITION

None of the efforts included in this report would 
be possible without the support of our generous 
donors. Support equates to greater opportunities 
to share agriculture’s impact on our daily lives and 
development of leaders. 



	� AgroLiquid
	� Angela Shannon Agency
	� Battle Creek Farm Bureau
	� Bay County Farm Bureau
	� Burnips
	� Consumers Energy
	� Crystal Flash
	� D & R Sports Center
	� Dick and Jane Baking Company
	� DNV GL
	� DTE
	� Farm Bureau Credit Union
	� Farm Bureau General
	� Farm Bureau Health Services
	� Farm Bureau Life
	� Farm Bureau Mutual
	� Galesburg Hardware
	� Gratiot County Farm Bureau
	� GreenMark Equipment
	� Greenmark Equiptment
	� GreenStone Farm  

Credit Services
	� Iron Range Farm Bureau
	� Jeff Buckham Agency
	� Jerrid Hisler Agency
	� Kalamazoo County  

Farm Bureau

	� Kent County Farm Bureau
	� Kubota Tractor Corp
	� Legacy AgriPartners
	� Lyster Exteriors
	� Macomb County Farm Bureau
	� Marathon Petroleum
	� Michigan Allied  

Poultry Industries
	� Michigan Beef
	� Michigan Blueberry 

Commission
	� Michigan CAT
	� Michigan Milk Producers
	� Michigan Pork Producers
	� Michigan State University
	� Michigan Sugar Company
	� Michigan Wheat
	� Monroe County Farm Bureau
	� Nestle USA
	� Priority Health
	� The Kroger Foundation
	� UDIM
	� Washtenaw County  

Farm Bureau
	� Wayne County Farm Bureau

Corporate Donors



Individual Donors

	� Luke Adams
	� Mary Alway
	� Logan Ball
	� Janet Baker
	� Cody Baker
	� Greg Bird
	� Mitch Bigelow
	� Bailey Biniecki
	� Abby Besonen
	� Sarah Black
	� Andrea Boughton
	� Andrew Braun
	� Jeff Brazo
	� Brandon Bussa
	� Patrick Butler
	� Stephanie Cady
	� Patrick Cudney
	� Leona Daniels
	� Nika Degg
	� Andrew DeWys
	� Hannah DeWys
	� Johnathan DeWys
	� Debora Drake
	� Paula Droste
	� Mike Fusilier
	� Joanne Galloway
	� Chris Gerkman
	� Lane Grieser
	� Larry Gould

	� Rebecca Gulliver
	� Susan Herzog
	� Jon Hirst
	� Ryan Holmes
	� Joel Hubbard
	� George Hubka
	� Holly Jenks
	� Andrea Jones
	� Wayne Klein
	� Bart King
	� Ethan Kubiszak
	� Tylor Kubiszak
	� Clifford Lipscomb
	� Darcy Lipskey
	� Richard Lundy
	� Kim Mahrle
	� Megan Maas
	� Robin Marcum
	� Patrick McGuire
	� Ramey Miller
	� Zachary Miller
	� Jerry Neyer
	� Perry Nelson
	� Thomas Nugent
	� Joe Packard
	� Abe Pasch
	� Amy Pratt
	� Paul Pridgeon
	� Katie Pung

	� Michelle Reynaert
	� Jennifer Rogers
	� Noah Roth
	� David Rutten
	� Samantha Schade
	� Stephanie Schafer
	� Richard Schafer
	� Deb Schmucker
	� Jeff Sandborn
	� Alysa Sanford
	� Tonia Ritter
	� Doug and Tami 

Shaw
	� Shannon Thelen
	� Anne Thompson
	� Katelyn Thompson
	� Clare Sullivan
	� George Smith
	� Jordan Smith
	� Matthew Smego
	� Theresa Sisung
	� Rob West
	� Lisa Watcon
	� Lucas Wey
	� Seth Wiehe
	� Eric Whitford
	� Mary Willcome
	� Kenn Wimmer
	� Nicole Zaagman



MICHIGAN FOUNDATION FOR AGRICULTURE  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

	� Carl Bednarski
	� Michael DeRuiter
	� Abe Pasch
	� Paul Pridgeon
	� Jennifer Lewis
	� Michael Fusilier
	� Larry Walton
	� Jeff Sandborn
	� Stephanie Schafer

	� Travis Fahley
	� Michael Mulders
	� Ben LaCross
	� Leona Daniels
	� Patrick McGuire
	� Dave Bahrman
	� Jess Erler
	� Abbey Vittore

Leader Recognition 

MICHIGAN FOUNDATION FOR AGRICULTURE  
ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

	� Leona Daniels 
MFA Board of Directors 

	� Patrick McGuire 
MFA Board of Directors 

	� Brian Matchett 
Agriscience Teacher and FFA Advisor 

	� Carolyn Bloodworth 
Consumers Energy

	� Brandie Kline 
Elementary School Teacher

	� Tiffany Howell 
MFB Promotion & Education Committee Representative



Learn More and Get Involved 
To learn more and get involved, visit michfb.com/mfa 

or email us at MFA@michfb.com.


